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MANTA RAYS UNDER THE 

THREATENED SPECIES OF IUCN 

 

Manta ray (Manta birostris) grows to 

maximum size of 6.7m  wide and weighs up 

to 1,400 kg and it is the largest ray among 

its co-geners. The manta rays face a new 

threat from the Chinese medicine trade. 

According to the report released from the 

environmental charities, the demand for its 

cartilage by the shark fin traders of 

Guangzhou city of the mainland China is on 

the higher side.  The fishing of these rays, 

especially in countries like Indonesia has 

increased tremendously in recent years and 

1,500 nos have been fished in a 6-month 

period.  Increased fishing has given a higher 

income for local fishermen, as the manta 

ray is in greatdemand for not only its meat, 
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but also for its medicinally important fins.  

Further, the population of manta rays has 

shown a declining trend in several regions 

of the world oceans, with a reduction in 

numbers by as much as 80 per cent during 

the last 75 years. Globally, the decline is 

believed to be more than 30 per cent. 

The International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) Shark Specialist Group (SSG), 

based at Simon Fraser University, has added 

the Giant and Reef manta rays to its Red 

List of Threatened Species. 
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NEW SHRIMP FROM WORLD’S 

DEEPEST SEA VENTS 
A cluster of new vents called Beebe vent 
Field was discovered at 5000 m deep on the 
sea floor of Caribbean sea in the Cayman 
Trough.  Among the several unusual 
creatures, a new species of shrimp, named 
as Rimocaris hybisae was discovered.   

 
The new shrimp lacked normal eyes, but it 
had a light-sensing organ. The water 
temperature is about 450 CO.  This new 
discovery  was made by the marine 
geochemist Dr Doug Connelly of Briton’s 
National Oceanography Centre and the 
biologist Dr Jon Copley of University of 

Southampton by using a deep-diving robot 
submarine. 
  

CAGE CULTUR IN RESERVOIRS OF 
INDIA 

The National Fisheries Development Board 
(NFDB), Hyderabad has proposed for cage 
culture to be undertaken in reservoirs, in 
order to increase the overall fish production 
of the country.  In the initial stage, each 
state will look upon the possibility of cage 
culture in two reservoirs. The inputs such as 
suitable cages, brooder fish, fingerlings and 
feeds will be provided.   

COSTLY FISH – Rs. 1000 per Kg  

 
Seer Fish-Scomberomorus commerson 

 
TWENTY SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL 

BODY MEETING OF THE FISHERIES 
TECHNOCRATS FORUM, CHENNAI 

The 22nd Annual General Body Meeting of 
the Fisheries Technocrats Forum, Chennai 
was held on 9-6-2013.  The following were 
elected for the Executive Council for 2013-
14. 

Dr. R. Soundararajan – Chairman 
Dr. Syed Ahamed Ali – Vice Chairman 

Mr. M. Kathirvel – Secretary 
Mr. P. Thirumilu – Treasurer 

Dr. M. Paramasivam – Member 
Mr. P. Mohanakrishnan -  Member 

Dr. D.B. James – Member 
Dr. A.R.T. Arasu – Member 

Dr. P. Nammalwar – Member 
The photos taken on that occasion are given 
below. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


